
“GO” (Part Two) 
Matthew 28:19,20

i n t r o d u c t i o n  
➡ What is the mission of the church? 

๏ EPH. 3:10——God’s Eternal Purpose was for His Wisdom to be made Known Through the Church

๏ 1 TIM. 3:15——The Church of the Living God is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth


➡ In Part 1 we began looking at the Great Commission——this mission of the church.

๏ We looked at Mark’s account, and saw that a great summary of the church’s mission is simply to “GO.”

๏ That the church has substituted things complimentary to evangelistic efforts (i.e., benevolence), for the 

evangelism efforts themselves.


‣ However, the church “must not take state, and issue out summons to the nations to attend upon them; 
but they must GO, and bring the gospel to their doors.” 
1

➡ Today, we build a church building, put a sign out in the front yard, maybe invite people every now and then, 
hold gospel meetings, put ads in the newspaper and the internet, etc.

๏ This is the church telling the world: “Here we are. Now you come to us.”


➡ But this practice was not a practice of the Lord’s church.

๏ His is not a church that Plans, Promotes, and Invites; but which Spans, Proclaims, and Invests!


➡ Let us go now to Matthew’s account (28:19,20), as he records a more complete charge and commission.


d i s c u s s i o n  
I. “MAKE DISCIPLES”


A. The English phrase “make disciples of” translates a single Greek word: 

1. μαθητεύω——“to cause one to be a pupil” 
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2. “Then having gone, disciple all nations…” (LITV).

B. We make disciples of all nations by teaching them (cf. KJV)!


1. “nations” is ἔθνη (pl. of ἔθνος)——the same word as “gentiles” (cf. Matt. 6:32).

a) “people groups foreign to a specific people group… …those who do not belong to groups 

professing faith in the God of Israel, the nations, gentiles, unbelievers” 
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II. “BAPTIZING THEM”

A. The antecedent of “them” is not “disciples” (the noun “disciples” is not in the text), but “nations.”

B. “INTO the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”


1. Not “in the name of” (“by the authority of”)——for Jesus had just declared that ALL authority is His!

a) Thus, Peter commanded these to be baptized simply “in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:38).


2. To be baptized in the name of Christ is to be baptized into the name of the entire Godhead!

a) Purchased——placed into a covenant with Jehovah (cf. 1 Cor. 6:19,20; 7:23a; Acts 20:28);

b) Reconciled——to God through Christ (cf. Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18);

c) Added——to the Kingdom of God (cf. Acts 2:47; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 5:30-32).
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III. “TEACHING THEM”

A. Here again is the means of the mission of the church to be utilized——teaching.

B. Teach Them What?


1. That there are some things that Christ’s disciples are to OBSERVE.

2. That the things we are to observe are COMMANDED by the LORD.

3. That we are to observe ALL the things commanded by the Lord.


C. Thus:

1. First, we must teach the nations to make them disciples;

2. Then, we must teach the disciples to make them better disciples!


D. As far as individual disciples are concerned, the first step is a one-time thing;

1. The second, however, is perpetual.

2. When the church stops teaching disciples, the Lord starts losing disciples.


c o n c l u s i o n  
➡ And so “All that are baptized, are thereby obliged:


๏ “To make the command of Christ their rule.

๏ “To observe what Christ has commanded.


‣ “Due obedience to the commands of Christ requires a diligent observation.

๏ “To observe ALL that He has commanded.

๏ “To confine themselves to the commands of Christ, and as not to diminish from them [or] add to them.

๏ “To learn their duty according to the law of Christ from those…appointed to be teachers in His 

school, for therefore we were entered into His school.” 
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➡ This includes each and every one of us.

๏ But our goal should ever be to fulfill the goal that the Lord set for us: GROW——GO——and SOW
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